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The Evolution Of Form 1040 Jurats 

 
The following images are of the jurats (affirmations) appearing on 

• the 1862 Form 1040, 

• the 1913, 1914 and 1915 Forms 1040, 

• the 1916 Form 1040, 

• the 1917 Form 1040, 

• the 1918 Form 1040, 

• the 1919 Form 1040, 

• the 1934 Form 1040, 

• the 1941 Form 1040, 

• the 1942 Form 1040, 

• the 1943 Form 1040, 

• the 1949 Form 1040 and 

• the 2013 Form 1040. 

 

Note that unlike the jurat on the earlier (pre-1913) versions of the form, the 1913, 1914 and 1915 jurat 

doesn't trouble itself to makes specific reference to "the excise laws of the United States" or otherwise 

acknowledge the limited nature of the tax with which it is concerned. Perhaps there was hope that the nature 

and limits of the tax would be misunderstood. 

 

However, after the Brushaber ruling in which a unanimous Supreme Court unequivocally affirms that the 

Sixteenth Amendment made no change in the nature of the "income" tax and did not repeal or modify the 

prohibition on unapportioned capitations, the form was remade. The new jurat explicitly refers (and confines 

the use of the form) to "taxable gains, profits and income", faithfully reminding Americans that only "taxable 

gains" were to be reported, not ALL gains. 

 

It was 1920 before this explicit reminder disappeared again, leaving to each filer the responsibility to 

remember on his or her own that the tax remains only an excise, applying only to "taxable gains, profits and 

income", not ALL gains. 

 

In 1942, the requirement of oath before a notary was replaced with a "penalties of perjury" affirmation 

pursuant to § 136 of the Revenue Act of 1942. 
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